WHAT IS YOUR “ONE THING”?

2020 is Hindsight!

I’ve been waiting for months to declare that, and here we are!

We are so used to saying, “Hindsight is 20/20” and of course, it’s referring to the fact that when we look at things “after the fact” so to speak, there are many things we would not have done if we had known the ultimate ending.

Not one of us here today or watching online can look back on our lives and not wish we had a “do-over” or two.  

When we are making decisions though involving the future, we don’t have the luxury of going on ahead to see what the future holds, so that in turn, we can make proper decisions as we move forward.

We have to go with the information we have at the time, pray for God’s wisdom, direction and peace, then go for it!

But as we enter this New Year of 2021, just the fact we can turn the page on 2020 and put it in the rear-view probably does all our hearts good.   

Yet, we must remind ourselves that a simple turning of the calendar from one day to the next, or one year to the next does not fix it all!  

Yet, let me just declare again… 2020 IS HINDSIGHT!

Have you thought about your goals?  Perhaps you call them resolutions.

I have found in my life that when I have done this, I usually think of a number of things I want to change in, or improve my life or ministry in, and to be quite honest, I think it becomes “too many” at one time.

With that in mind, I’m going to read a scripture that I have little doubt I’ve shared on the first Sunday of a New Year before, but never this message before.

Here it is:  Philippians 3:12-14 (NKJV) 12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

Paul was a spiritual giant in the eyes of the Philippian Believers.  He had become a believer as most of you know while he was on the road to Damascus as Saul, the one who took great joy in persecuting believers in this new way called Christianity.

At the point of the writing of this letter, it is believed that it was 30 years after his salvation and encounter with Christ.  He had established churches, escaped shipwreck, gone through unbelievable persecution and was looked at with great awe and respect.

Yet, this scripture is a reminder of his humility.  Humility that may have come into his life as he went through these many trials because of his stated goal of knowing Christ.

Philippians 3:7-8 (NKJV) 7  But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 8  Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ.

Paul’s “main thing” was to know Christ.  He was willing to go through whatever he had to go through so that he could know Christ more.

He was simply reminding the people that while he had made great progress, he was still pressing on and learning more on a daily basis.   

In the process of declaring “this one thing I do”, he goes on to share 3 things that make up that one thing, and we are going to look at them today as a reminder for all of us to stay focused on Christ!

First of all, today, we must:

I. FORGET WHAT IS BEHIND

Gal. 3:13a - forgetting those things which are behind…

As Paul was sharing these words, he uses the illustration of athletic competition and in particular a racer who is running a race.

The focus is not on what is behind, but it’s to be laser focused on the finish line that is ahead.   Perhaps it was with physical eyesight but perhaps not.  In Marathon running, that finish line doesn’t come into view until a little over the 26 mile point so the runner must have that finish line in their mind’s eye so to speak.

Paul was a man who had many accomplishments in his life, and he had a reason at times to be prideful if he chose to go there, but as we can see by a few verses prior, he could not go there:

Philippians 3:4b-8 - If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: 5 circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee; 6 concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless.  7 But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ.

Paul was Jewish and had been a Pharisee, or one of the teachers of the law, but in addition to that, he was also a Roman Citizen which carried with it tremendous privileges that many other Jews did not have.

It was almost as if Paul went to a spiritual “trophy case” so to speak and said, “if anyone has a reason to have some pride, it would be me!”  But in verse 7 he put it all back and said: “what things we gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ.”

He knew if he was going to “win” in this great race that the focus must not rest in the rear-view mirror and the accomplishments and even failures of the past.  

When Paul declared that he was counting as loss all those things in his past if he could simply know Christ more, it was quite a declaration to make.

If he would have let his mind wander to what “could have been”, I have little doubt he would have known that all the persecution, physical difficulties, prison sentences and so much more could have been easily prevented by going back on his commitment to Christ.

Yet, Paul was not one to regret the decision he made to follow Christ.  

This brings me to the second thing I want to look at in this scripture as we move forward in 2021 and it is this:

II. LOOK FORWARD TO WHAT IS AHEAD

Gal. 3:13b - reaching forward to those things which are ahead,


Paul recognized the fact that despite all the victories in the past, he still had more spiritual heights to climb. This testimony of the apostle reminded the saints at Philippi—and it serves to remind believers today—that there must never be a stalemate in spiritual growth or a plateau beyond which cannot be climbed!

I thought about that word “stalemate” and looked it up and in the sense of being used as a verb it means this: “to bring to a standstill.”  One of the greatest tricks of the enemy is to get you and I into a position of a “stalemate” or “standstill” where progress is no longer happening.

This statement came into my mind: 
“If you’re not careful, your stalemate just could be the enemy’s checkmate for your life”. 

The problem with “standstill” is that when advance is no longer being made in our walk with the Lord, then drifting or backsliding is not far off.

Those who continually look back, live life full of “woulda, coulda, shoulda” and are often tripped up more by the “why did things happen” as opposed to “what is God wanting to do through me now as I move forward”?

If we ever begin to think we have “arrived”, then we have moved out of the mindset Paul had here.  We are in danger of becoming content with our life and no longer have a hunger and thirst to grow in God.  

My sports analogy for the day is this:

I’ve seen this play out at various times, although it’s not the rule, but more of the exception.  

Perhaps a player is drafted to play on a football team out of college and in his first 2 or 3 seasons plays with such tenacity that the stats begin to pile up.  All that time, he knows if he can just play for that big contract when his time comes.  Well, the day comes after a few years and his agent is able to work out a deal that seems to be what will get him where he needs to be.  

Part of the battle of course, is to take care of it and be a good steward.  The other part of the battle though is NOT TO SETTLE INTO A COMFORT ZONE and forget there’s always younger and faster players coming behind to take his job.



Now, we are living different lives than this of course as we are not competing against other people in this great race, but we ARE competing against the enemy of our souls AND against the tendency towards apathy after moments of great victory!

I would say this as well today to those of us who just came through a crazy year called 2020 – First of all, the simple flipping of the calendar from one year to the next does not in the last mean those problems are now gone.  There just “may” be a new set of problems this year!

However, I would encourage you as believers in Christ to take a few moments to “look forward to what is ahead”!

Don’t ever stop “living, serving or loving”!  People need Jesus!

Making progress in God means we are willing to step out of our comfort zone and move into areas that may be different than what we are used to, but we know there’s more!  

To get to “the greater”, we must leave “the lesser” behind!
To pursue the new, one must let go of the old.  
To “press on” one must first “release”.

We cannot live only on past blessings, yet we can use them as springboards to the new thing God wants to do in us.   

I pray that I never get to a place in my spiritual walk that all I can think about are “the good old days” – The problem is that we often forget those days were also filled with tremendous challenges.  

Lastly today, we should:

III.  PRESS TOWARD THE GOAL

At first glance, one might surmise there’s really no difference between point 2 of “looking forward to what is ahead” and point 3 which is to “press toward the goal”.

Paul uses the word “press” twice within 2 verses as we can see:

Philippians 3:14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 3:12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on,
While I have no real source to back this up other than what I feel in my spirit, it seems that looking forward to what is ahead is more focused on the process of moving ahead, and all that it entails.

Pressing toward the goal seems to be more about the final result.  Keeping that final destination or goal in our minds as we go through the process of living life and running the race.

I believe if we forget there is a goal, then the process becomes more difficult and most likely it’s why many have chosen to give up with only the race partially finished.

I’m sure most of us have seen runners at the end of a race that could be very close, leaning forward when they arrive at the finish line to get there before the runner beside them.  There seems to even be more of a sense of urgency than before as they near the end.  

Again, we are not running against each other, but we are battling against the enemy of our souls and even our own weariness at times.

· Paul’s “one thing” was not about “running the race”, although that was part of it.  His “one thing” or goal was to “know Him”.   

· The goal was not just to get to heaven one day, although that’s part of it, his goal was to “know Him”. 

· His goal was not just to “endure hardness” as a good soldier, but it was to “know Him”.

As we begin this New Year, many people are setting many different goals for their lives, yet with all of that, I pray that all of us remember the MAIN GOAL we should be focusing upon, and that is to KNOW GOD.

It doesn’t mean we don’t have other goals but we do need to remember the importance of keeping “one thing” the “main thing”.

In our earthly living, we must ask the Lord to help us to think on the heavenly things, not to the point we’re no earthly good, but that we might know this world and it’s ways are not our home.

There is a saying that goes like this: "If you would hit the mark, you must aim a little above it; every arrow that flies feels the attraction of earth."

I really believe with all my heart if we make our “One Thing” the same as Paul’s which is to KNOW GOD, then the Lord has an amazing way to bless us with the other things we are in need of as well.

The Bible says in; Matthew 6:33 (NKJV) 33  But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.

In the preceding verses of scripture, he shared with them that God knows about the things we need regarding food, clothing and shelter.  While we certainly do what we can to make sure these things are in our lives, Jesus was making it clear that the pursuit of those things should never be first!

You might be here today and asking this question: “Ok, that sounds great, Pastor and I want that to be my desire, but how can I truly know God?”

Over the next message or two, I want to share some ways that will help you keep the “One Thing” the “Main Thing”, which in turn will be a tremendous benefit in your walk with the Lord.








